
	  
	  

Matson Completes Upgrade of Alaska Fleet	  
Innovation makes ships among cleanest in Alaska	  

ANCHORAGE, Alaska, May 16, 2017 /PRNewswire/ -- Matson, Inc. (NYSE: 
MATX) has welcomed Matson Anchorage back to Alaska following three months 
of work to upgrade the vessel, including the installation of new equipment that 
virtually eliminates particulate matter and sulfur from engine exhaust, making it 
one of the cleanest ships operating in Alaska. 	  

Matson Anchorage was the last of Matson's three D7 Class containerships 
serving Alaska to receive the new equipment.  Sister ships Matson Kodiak and 
Matson Tacoma underwent the same upgrade work and were returned to service 
last year. (Click here for an image of Matson Tacoma 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhmaz58fu4u35a1/Matson%20Tacoma.jpg?dl=0.)	  

The state-of-the-art hybrid "wet scrubber" exhaust gas cleaning (EGC) 
technology now operating in Matson's Alaska fleet is unlike any other on a U.S. 
flagged vessel.  When operating within 12 miles of the coastline, it uses a closed 
loop system which sprays fresh water treated with sodium hydroxide into the 
vessel's exhaust system and then collects and treats the wash water to neutralize 
harmful compounds.  Consistent with Matson's industry-leading zero-solid-waste 
policy, the wash water is then off-loaded in port for disposal in accordance with 
strict environmental standards. 	  

The system reduces sulfur dioxide and particulate matter in emissions to levels 
well below limits set by stringent federal and state environmental 
regulations.  Testing of the equipment in recent months has shown fleet sulfur 
emissions below those of vessels using low-sulfur fuel.	  

Matson worked closely with the U.S. Coast Guard and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in certifying the effectiveness of the new system.	  

"Our hybrid system is new, so it has required extensive testing and independent 
analysis to earn federal certification," said Matson President Ron Forest.  "The 
Coast Guard and EPA have been enthusiastic about the environmental benefits 
and worked closely with our engineers to develop and certify our new system.  It 
has become a good example of public/private sector partnership in bringing 
environmental innovation to the marketplace."	  

Matson's Alaska fleet upgrades were part of more than $50 million the company 
has invested in new equipment and upgrades to its Alaska operations in its first 
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18 months in the market, including two additional ships it keeps ready as reserve 
vessels principally for Alaska service to provide increased or replacement 
capacity should needs arise.	  

Matson, Inc. acquired the Alaska operations of Horizon Lines, Inc. in 2015 for 
$469 million with a commitment to continuing the company's 50-year operating 
history in Alaska.   Matson retained Horizon personnel, maintained its operations 
at port terminals in Anchorage, Kodiak and Dutch Harbor, and continues to 
provide two weekly sailings from Tacoma to Anchorage and Kodiak, and a 
weekly sailing to Dutch Harbor.	  

Matson was rated the #1 Ocean Carrier in the world for 2014, 2015 and 2016 in 
Logistics Management's annual Quest for Quality Awards, considered by many 
the most prestigious industry award recognizing performance excellence and 
customer satisfaction. 
	  

About Matson	  

Founded in 1882, Matson (NYSE: MATX) is a leading U.S. carrier in the 
Pacific.  Matson provides a vital lifeline to the economies of Hawaii, Alaska, 
Guam, Micronesia and select South Pacific islands, and operates a premium, 
expedited service from China to Southern California.  The Company's fleet of 22 
owned vessels includes containerships, combination container and roll-on/roll-off 
ships and custom-designed barges.  Matson Logistics, established in 1987, 
extends the geographic reach of Matson's transportation network throughout the 
continental U.S. Its integrated, asset-light logistics services include rail 
intermodal, highway brokerage, warehousing, and less-than-container load 
freight consolidation and forwarding to Alaska.  Additional information about the 
Company is available at www.matson.com. 
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