FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SC Ports Fiscal Year Container Volume Climbs Nine Percent
Inland Port Greer Achieves New Record for Rail Lifts
CHARLESTON, SC - April 11, 2017 - South Carolina Ports Authority completed
the third quarter of its fiscal year with nine percent year-over-year growth of
twenty foot-equivalent units (TEUs) and record-breaking March volumes.
As previously announced, SCPA has handled 1.58 million TEUs since July,
compared to 1.45 million during the same period last fiscal year. March was the
strongest month in the Port's history, with 192,411 TEUs handled during the
month.
From a calendar year perspective, SCPA's first quarter TEU volume exceeded
the same period last year by 16.8 percent. The Port has handled 553,248 TEUs
since January.
Pier container volume reached an all-time high in March, with 108,961 boxes
moving across Charleston docks. The month was 13.4 percent higher than March
2016 and surpassed the Port's previous pier container volume record of 104,792
boxes set in January. Fiscal year to date, SCPA has handled nearly 900,000 pier
containers.
In non-containerized cargo, SCPA handled 82,550 pier tons in March. Charleston
breakbulk volume is 8.7 percent ahead of fiscal year plans, reaching 634,794
tons since July.
SCPA's strong container volume boosted Inland Port Greer's March results to a
record-breaking 11,669 lifts. The month was 22 percent higher than the
previous record of 9,593 lifts in January 2017. Fiscal year to date, Greer has
handled 84,874 lifts.

"With the highest container volume ever handled by our port and record rail
moves at Inland Port Greer, March was an exceptionally strong finish to the
third quarter," said Jim Newsome, SCPA president and CEO. "We're seeing
healthy growth of both import and export cargo and are on target for achieving
our planned container volume growth of six percent this fiscal year. Over the
next quarter, we will be monitoring the impacts of the mega-alliances and look
forward to handling our first 13,000 TEU vessel, the COSCO Development, on
May 13."
Charleston Prepares for 13,000 TEU Ship
SCPA announced last week that it will welcome the biggest ship ever to call the
U.S. East Coast in May. The COSCO Development, a 13,092 TEU vessel, is
deployed on the weekly OCEAN Alliance South Atlantic Express (SAX) service
that connects Charleston with Hong Kong, Yantian, Ningbo and Shanghai via the
Panama Canal. The COSCO Development is one of 11 ships on the SAX service,
comprised of vessels ranging in size from 11,000 to 13,000 TEUs. Today 18 of
SCPA's 24 weekly container vessel services are comprised of ships too large to
transit the Panama Canal prior to its expansion.
Wide and deep channels, ample terminal capacity and super post-Panamax
cranes allow Charleston to be the last East Coast port of call for the COSCO
Development. Track the progress of the vessel to Charleston at
www.scspa.com/big-ship-ready.
About South Carolina Ports Authority
South Carolina Ports Authority (SCPA), established by the state's General
Assembly in 1942, owns and operates public seaport facilities in Charleston,
Georgetown and Greer. In 2015 SCPA handled international commerce valued at
more than $74 billion while receiving no direct taxpayer subsidy. An economic
development engine for the state, Port operations facilitate 187,200 statewide
jobs and generate nearly $53 billion annual economic activity. Home to the
Southeast's deepest port, SCPA is the industry leader in delivering speedto-market, seamless processes and flexibility to ensure reliable operations, big
ship handling, efficient market reach and environmental responsibility. For
more information on SCPA, including career opportunities at all SCPA facilities,
please visit www.scspa.com.
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